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Concern that village 
may lose pub for good 

After closure of shop and post office, pub loss would be a major blow 


C-ulm^head f-tou.se 
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by Anders Larsson 


CONCERN is growing 
that Stockland will lose 
its pub for good. 

The King’s Arms is 
currently closed and al¬ 
though the building’s 
owner (Horatio Proper¬ 
ties Guernsey Ltd) has 
presented a combined 
residential/pub proposal, 
many locals are not con¬ 
vinced. 

About 100 villagers at¬ 
tended a meeting on 
Wednesday, July 17th 
where the owner outlined 
a plan understood to in¬ 
volve housing on the site. 

The pub would be re¬ 


tained minus the dining 
room, skittle alley and 
garden, with only seven 
parking spaces allocated 
for customers. 

Speaking strictly as a 
concerned resident, 
Cathy Gardner expressed 
doubt, saying: “If it is so 
small I doubt it can make 
any money, it would not 
be viable. 

“You need the size and 
car parking.” 

Another concerned res¬ 
ident, who did not wish 
to be named, said: “We 
are investigating what we 
can do before a planning 


application is submitted. 

“I think there can be 
quite a strong lobby put 
up against the application 
when it is submitted.” 

Stockland Parish Coun¬ 
cil has already applied 
for the building to be 
listed as an Asset of 
Community Value under 
the 

The Community Right 
to Bid (part of The Lo¬ 
calism Act). 

The legislation empow¬ 
ers local communities to 
request that local assets 
(land or buildings) are 
listed as Assets of Com- 

TURN to page 3 



BARRON’S 


2 HOLYROOD STREET, CHARD 

TEL: 01460 63593 

Outdoor Clothing 

Also stockists of 

BARBOUR, 

HUNTER, 

LE 

CHAMEAU 

Boots by 

dubamj* BRASHER 

www.barronschard.co.uk 



West Auckland 
Stores 


Silver Street & Dyers Close 
West Buckland - Telephone: 01823 667997 
NOW LICENCED TO SELL ALCOHOL 


New Opening Times: 

Monday - Friday 7.30am - 7pm 
Saturday 8am - 3pm 
Sunday 9 am - 1pm 

We stock a large range of groceries, 
giftware, cards, local bakery goods, 
home made style cakes, winter and 
summer fuel plus lots more. 

Debit / Credit Cards Accepted 
(for purchases over £5.00) 

Health lottery & Mobile top up 
vouchers also available. 


f in www.flntfavjoojufc 

OFFROAD VEHICLE EQUIPMENT TM 01404 891121 


Land Rover Parts & Accessories .... 



News from the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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Going to amazing heights 
to celebrate being 75! 



■ BRIAN STANDRING from Hemyock who plans to complete 
a skydive to celebrate his 75th birthday and raise money for 
charity 


A HEMYOCK man is going to 
dizzying heights to celebrate his 
75th birthday - by jumping out of 
a plane. 

Brian Standring, from Pencross 
View, decided on whim to jump 
out of plane while watching sky- 
divers at Dunkeswell Airfield. 

He said: “I want to make sure that 
I didn’t let my birthday slip by 
without celebrating the day in a 
special way. A bigger cake with 
one additional candle doesn’t re¬ 
ally appeal. I was thinking more 
along the lines of doing something 
special, something I haven’t done 
before.” 

As well as celebrating his birthday 
in a special way, Mr Standring also 
saw completing a skydive as an 
opportunity to raise money for a 
number of local groups. 

By completing the 15,000ft jump, 
Mr Standring hopes to raise 
money for Hemyock Pre School, 
Hemyock Scouts and both the He¬ 
myock Baptist Church and St 
Mary’s Church. 

A spokesperson for Hemyock Pre 
School said: “We rely heavily on 
our fundraising activities to pro¬ 
vide new resources for the chil¬ 
dren, that will promote and 


encourage their learning and de¬ 
velopment. We are therefore very 
grateful for any funds and dona¬ 
tions that we receive, so that we 
may continue to provide a service, 
which will be beneficial to the 
children of the local community, 
helping them to move forward 
with their learning and develop¬ 
ment.” 

Hemyock Scouts will be using 
their share of the money raised by 


Mr Standring to help send a group 
of scouts to Denmark. 

Mr Standring would like to thank 
everybody who has supported him 
so far in his challenge including 
local businesses the Catherine 
Wheel, SPAR, Images, Dobles 
Garage, Post Office, and SPS Hair 
Design. 

Mr Standring will complete his 
skydive at Dunkeswell Airfield on 
August 31st. 


Dressage and barbecue 


by Kate 
Williams 

RELAXED and suc¬ 
cessful was the descrip¬ 
tion by members and 
supporters who turned 
out for Lamberts Castle 
Riding Club's dressage 
and barbecue in East 
Devon last week, de¬ 
spite the heat. 

Luckily, the hot 
weather cooled in time 
for the 5pm start, allow¬ 
ing riders and horses to 
compete comfortably at 
the Dalwood event. 

The first of the three 
tests, Intro B, saw Chris¬ 
tine Hill take top spot 
with Vicky Hammond 
coming in second. 
Chloe Day and Rebecca 
Harding took third and 
fourth, respectively. 

Georgina Ewell came 
first and second on two 
rides in the Prelim 4 test, 
followed by 
Rosie Wharton, Alice 
Wyatt, Christine Hill 
and Pippa Wyatt. 

On top form that 
evening, Georgina also 
took first and second 
place in the Prelim 14. 
She was followed on the 
leader board by Rosie 
Wharton, Alice Wyatt, 
Pippa Wyatt 
and Steph Bere. 

The club would like to 
thank committee mem¬ 
ber Fiona Benger and 
her husband, Tony, for 
their hospitality at White 
Lodge for the dressage 
event after which a deli¬ 
cious barbecue was en¬ 
joyed by riders, families 
and friends. 



NEWS briefs 

Coronation concert 

THE HMS Heron RN Volunteer Band will per¬ 
form a concert in Dunkeswell next month to 
celebrate the Queen’s Coronation. 

The concert will take place at Old Wolford 
Farm, Dunkeswell, on Sunday, September 1st 
at 7.30pm. 

All proceeds raised from the concert, which 
is being held to celebrate the 60th year of 
Queen Elizabeth M’s reign, will go to 
Dunkeswell Mission Community, which com¬ 
prises of Dunkeswell, Broadhembury, Luppitt, 
Sheldon and Upottery churches. 

Booking in advance is essential and tickets 
cost £10. 

For tickets and further details contact the Mis¬ 
sion Community Administrator, Karen Davies, 
on 01404 890121 or email kite10@sky.com. 

Beer and music 

THE Blackdown Beer & Music Festival takes 
place near Churchinford on Friday August 9th 
from 6pm until 12:30 and Saturday 10th from 
1pm until midnight. 

Well known for a wide selection of ales, and 
great atmosphere it promises to be a great 
weekend. 

Bands performing include Area 52, The Dar- 
lingtons and Tiny Face Experience. 

There will also be family entertainment on Sat¬ 
urday afternoon, free to younger festival goers 
including dunk tank, bungee run, face painting, 
welly wanging, gladiator jousting and more. 
On Saturday at 6pm will be the Indalo bucking 
bronco challenge. Can you handle the bull? 
Tickets: Friday £10, Saturday £12, camping 
available.Check online www.blackdownbeer- 
festival.co.uk 

Christian fun day 

A FUN day for Christians in the Blackdown 
Hills will be opened by local MP, Neil Parish. 

The third annual fun day will take place at 
Taormina, Kerswell, Cullompton from 12.30pm 
on Saturday, August 10th. Neil Parish will offi¬ 
cially open the event at 1.15pm. 

Events on the day include clown Roly Bain 
who combines being a professional clown with 
being an Anglican priest with a worldwide min¬ 
istry. His presentation is rooted in the Gospel. 
There will also be a puppet theatre, stalls, skit¬ 
tles, games and refreshments. 

For more information contact The Reverend 
Rik Peckham on 01404 891243. 


Viewfrom the 

Blackdown Hills 

is a community newspaper and 
welcomes contributions of news 
and photos from individuals, 
schools, organisations and 
businesses within the 
Blackdown Hills. 

Please email your contributions to 
lisa@pemedia.co.uk 
jackie@pemedia.co.uk or 
blackdo wn@ tindlenews .co.uk 


For advertising please call 
Alex Phryce-Jones on 
01297 35750 
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Summer holiday fun thanks to lottery grant 


YOUNG families in the Blackdown 
Hills can take part in fun learning activ¬ 
ities this summer, thanks to funding 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund & Sus¬ 
tainable Development Fund grants 
The Carousel Project was delighted to 
receive a Heritage Lottery Fund Shar¬ 
ing Heritage grant of £3,400 to match 
funding from the Sustainable Develop¬ 
ment Fund of £2,860. 

Their exciting project, Local Stories, 
will run this August in the East Devon 
villages of Dunkeswell, Stockland and 
Kilmington. Working with heritage spe¬ 
cialists and early years educators The 
Carousel Project be conjuring up fun 
learning activities to help families and 


their children discover more about the 
Blackdown Hills landscape and unique 
local heritage. 

The Carousel Project is an Exeter-based 
social enterprise bringing creative 
learning, new experiences and outdoor 
adventure to early years children and 
their families. This project ‘Local Sto¬ 
ries’, running in partnership with the 
Blackdown Hills AONB and the Axe 
Valley & Honiton Children’s Centre 
will take families on a time travelling 
adventure to experience local heritage 
old and new. Families and their young 
children can have a go at animation, try 
making clay pots, explore ancient iron 
working through storytelling, artwork 


and chocolate (really!), make ration 
books in Dunkeswell, fiddle to Fred Pi¬ 
geon tunes in Stockland and create a 
wishing well in Kilmington. 

There will be a trip to explore ancient 
Dumpdon Hillfort with Celtic cake and 
Iron Age games and a celebration event 
at the beautifully located Otter Valley 
Golf where Roman soldiers will be run¬ 
ning activities! The project is aimed at 
families with two-five yearr olds (but 
older/younger children welcome). 
Commenting on the awards, Marie 
Leverett, Project Manager at The 
Carousel Project said: “We’re delighted 
to receive funding for this project and 
can’t wait to get started. Families we 


have spoken to are keen to find out 
more about their local heritage and 
we’ll be coming up with some really 
fun activities to help them find out 
more.” 

Activities are free and will run Tuesday 
6th, 13th, 20th & 27th August in Stock- 
land Village Hall (10-12), Wednesdays 
7th, 14th, 21st and 28th August in 
Kilmington Cricket Club (10-12) and 
Thursdays 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th Au¬ 
gust in Dunkeswell Social Club (2- 
4pm). Families from neighbouring 
villages very welcome. For more info 
see www.thecarouselproject.org.uk/ 
local-stories. 


Fabulous flowers 

A FESTIVAL of flowers in Dalwood, near Axmin- 
ster, has rasied more than £2,000 for the village 
church. 

The festival, entitled “Let’s Dance”, was held 
during a weekend at St Peter’s Church. 

The theme caught the imagination of villagers, 
with displays including a maypole, country danc¬ 
ing, ballet, a masquerade ball and Bollywood, all 
depicted in flowers. 

Other dances depicted included disco, fla¬ 
menco, tango, Scottish dancing, Riverdance, 
Yorkshire clog dancing, the Lambeth Walk and 
a Hoedown. 

Organisers said it was a splendid weekend and 
thanks went to flower arrangers from Kilmington, 
Shute, Stockland and Yarcombe, and to all the 
Dalwood groups who took part. 


Garden party funds for air ambulance 


SLEEPING 

WELL? 



■ ANYONE FOR CAKE: Madeleine Vowles , Alison Jeffrey and Sharon 
Criddle 


A PRIVATE garden in 
Buckland St Mary played 
host to a party in aid of 
Dorset and Somerset Air 
Ambulance. 

Madeleine and Graham 
Vowles opened up their 
beautifully maintained 
hilltop garden, to support 
their friend Alison Jef¬ 
fery, whose wanted to 
raise funds for the air am¬ 
bulance service. 

Alison's husband, farm 
worker Ian Jeffrey, was 
grateful to Dorset and 
Somerset Air ambulance 
for flying him to hospital 
when he was accidentally 
crushed by a forage har¬ 
vesting machine whilst 
working out in a field 
near Puckington in Octo¬ 
ber 2012. 

Alison explained: "For¬ 
tunately the air ambu¬ 
lance was on the scene 
very quickly and Ian was 
taken to Musgrove Park 


More conifers to be removed 
from Ruttersleigh Common 


IN 2007 a substantial area of 
conifer was harvested from Staple 
Common and Ruttersleigh to make 
way for a more diverse landscape 
of open pasture, heath and scrub, 
which is now summer-grazed by 
longhorn cattle. 

This work was driven in part by 
the fact that Ruttersleigh is a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), and the wildlife species for 
which it is designated were declin¬ 
ing due to the density and shade of 
the conifers, and the lack of open 
space. 

Since that time cattle grazing and 
mechanical scrub control, plus the 
efforts of the Neroche Conserva¬ 
tion volunteers, have succeeded in 
creating a diverse, wild and very 
rich landscape of open heath, wet 
flushes, chalky grassland, banks of 
scrub, open parkland trees, and 
denser woodland. 

The site is now managed in a 
partnership between the Black- 
down Hills Trust and the Forestry 
Commission, and grazing is under¬ 
taken by John Binnie at Rutter¬ 
sleigh Farm. 

The full expression of Rutter- 
sleigh's potential habitats will take 


a few more years longer to be 
achieved, but the progress is heart¬ 
ening. 

However, not all the conifers 
which occupy the SSSI were re¬ 
moved in 2007, for practical rea¬ 
sons. 

Now, after a re-assessment over 
the last few months, the Forestry 
Commission has decided that more 
conifer can realistically by re¬ 
moved, thereby providing more 
room in the future for open habi¬ 
tats of marshy heathland and 
chalky grassland. 

This additional harvesting is 
more remote, and on more difficult 
ground, and is therefore techni¬ 
cally more challenging. 

Because of the inherently wet 
ground conditions on this site, har¬ 
vesting has to happen at the driest 
time of year, and therefore the 
works will be starting this month. 

Harvesting machinery will be ac¬ 
cessing the site from the double¬ 
gated entrance into Staple 
Common on the road above Staple 
Fitzpaine, continuing a short dis¬ 
tance along the Herepath, and then 
creating an access route off the for¬ 
est road and down the slope into 
the valley. 


Most clearfelling work will be 
focussed on the far western, lowest 
end of Ruttersleigh Common, but 
in addition there will be some thin¬ 
ning of larch and spruce in the cen¬ 
tral areas of Staple Common. 

Works will last well into the au¬ 
tumn, and though it will not be 
necessary to close the bridleway, at 
times the forest road will be diffi¬ 
cult to pass over due to machinery 
movements. 

The original conifer harvesting 
caused concern for some local peo¬ 
ple. This time the work is on a far 
smaller scale, and its visual impact 
will be limited, but there will be 
noise and disruption at times. 

The Forestry Commission is 
keen to assure the public that the 
work is being done in order to im¬ 
prove the quality of habitats on this 
site in the future. 

If you use Staple Common to 
ride or walk, please be vigilant, 
and follow instructions on safety 
signage. 

If you have concerns or ques¬ 
tions, the Blackdown Hills AONB 
team will be happy to pass these on 
to the appropriate staff at the 
Forestry Commission. 


To advertise contact Alex Phryce-Jones on 01297 35750 
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Hospital within seven 
minutes of taking off, 
which undoubtedly made 
the difference between 
life and death. 

“He had suffered a bro¬ 
ken shoulder, punctured 
lung and five broken ribs, 
so it would have been 
very difficult to make 
such a journey overland 
The air ambulance re¬ 
sponded so quickly and 
was the first on the scene 
and treated him on site. 

“We are just so grateful 
to the air ambulance for 
being there so fast and 
being able to get to a 
rural site far quicker than 
any road vehicle could 


have managed. It was un¬ 
doubtedly their skills that 
saved Ian's life so we 
wanted to give some¬ 
thing back, especially as 
they do not receive any 
government funding or 
Lottery funding". 

Well over 100 visitors 
enjoyed a delicious 
home-made cream tea 
and cakes, plus a garden 
treasure trail, tombola, 
plant sale and guess the 
distance to the scarecrow 
competition. The air am¬ 
bulance also had a stall 
run by their volunteers, 
all of which contributed 
to help raise over £1,000 
towards the fund. 



FREE LOCAL DELIVERY • FREE PARKING 
LOTS OF BEDS AND HATTRESSES IN STOCK 


R & S CARPETS & BEDS 

- Est 1991 - 

Telephone: 01404 43783 
18 KING STREET, HONITON 


axcess 


electric-bikes — 


"With the power to get you there... 

...and bring you back” 



Stockists of: 






BATRiBIKE 

ClECttBC BICYCLES 


OX£0SS e(ectric>t)#(es — 


Unit F, Rome Drive, Heothpark Industrial Estate,Honiton EX14 1SE 
(At the top of Reme Drive • past Duralife and Quicks) 

Tel: 01404 41692 Mob: 07802 935973 

www.axcess-electric-bikes.co.uk 
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COLOURFUL: Face painting was only one of 
many activities on offer 


THE early years children at St. Andrew's School 
in Chardstock enjoyed their annual summer visit 
to Pecorama. Accompanied by all the staff and 
many helpful parents, the children had a great 
day out, enjoying the sunshine and play opportu¬ 
nities at Pecorama. 

School administrator Mandy Slingsby said: 
"The most rewarding was probably the miniature 
train ride. 

"The children spent the next morning drawing 
fantastic pictures of their experiences during the 
outing." 

A special thank you to the friends of the school 
who funded the cost of the coach." 



WILLOWBROOK 
NURSERY AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


SUMMER SPECIALS 
We have a w 2e choice Df Summer 
flowering plants & hanging baskets 


A choice selection of roses, shrubs 
climbers, perennials, grape vines, 
herbs, clematis, grasses & more... 


•NEW* Winesolution Wine Shop, 
Bow Aquatic Cmtrr, Prt rrntrr, 
H:0 Canine therapy. Sheds & more 


CATE and TEA-ROOM 
Relax outside m the Sommer Sun 
...we cook greet food att day 


On the mam A38 Taunton/Wellington 
TELEPHONE - 01823 461324* 



DULFORD 
NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


Who’s afraid of Shakespeare? Not us! 



Pupils stage their 
own coronation 



■ ELLIS Baker as Sir Toby with Feste, played by Kirsten Hawkins 


CHILDREN at Offwell C of E Primary 
School took part in their own coronation 
event as King Thomas and Queen Niamh 
were crowned at St Mary’s Church. 

Having thoroughly enjoyed last year’s 
jubilee celebrations, children in Oak class 
realised the actual coronation took place 
in 1953 and decided to research and plan 
their own event in celebration of the 60th 
anniversary of Her Majesty’s Coronation. 

The children found out about and ex¬ 
plained the symbolism behind the orb, 
sceptre, swords of state and why they and 
the King James Bible were used in the 
ceremony. 

They made their own replica crown jew¬ 
els and asked the local vicar, the Reverend 
Peter Walker to step in to play the role of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Children throughout the school were in¬ 
vited to dress as either a monarch or a VIP 
guest for the coronation event and each 


class processed from the school, past a 
welcome party bearing the crown jewels 
and into the church to the sound of orches¬ 
tral music used at the actual coronation. 

The king and queen were guided to the 
school’s own St Edward’s Chairs, pre¬ 
sented to the people and they swore to up¬ 
hold oaths the children had written for 
them. 

The events of the coronation were ex¬ 
plained as children guided parents, friends 
and their peers to understand the reasons 
for the various parts of the service. There 
was a 21-gun salute and dignitaries from 
each class were presented to the monarchs 
once they had been crowned. 

The service ended with prayers for our 
Queen, country and world and the na¬ 
tional anthem. Children and families re¬ 
turned to the meadow where the PTA 
presented rosettes to children to congrat¬ 
ulate them for their superb crowns and 


AFRAID of Shakespeare? Not Awlis- 
combe C of E Primary School who have 
just produced a fantastic musical version 
of the play “Twelfth Night” in the village 
hall. 

The story goes ... that once upon a 
Twelfth Night, there was a dramatic 
shipwreck and identical twins, Sebastian 
and Viola, both survive but neither 
knows the other is still alive. 

By differing means, they both end up 
at Count Orsino’s court where scenes of 
romance, intrigue, trickery and great 
confusion take place. 

Viola, who chose to disguise herself as 
a man, was played with skill and poise 
by Julia Thwaites. She also sang a num¬ 
ber of songs that were delivered with fi¬ 
nesse. Countess Olivia (played serenely 
by Isabel Sutcliffe) attracted the atten¬ 
tions of Count Orsino, played very effec¬ 
tively by Owen Barribal. Unfortunately, 
his romantic persuasions came to no avail. 


COTLEIGH’S annual fete and challenge 
welcomed families for a day of fun in the 
sun. 

The event kicked off with the ever-fa- 
mous Cotleigh Challenge, alongside the 
yearly skittles challenge and barbecue, 
with captain, Matthew Broom and his 
team ‘the defending champions’ coming 
out top. 

Meanwhile, the main fete was also 
deemed a great success, packed full of ac¬ 
tivities from cakes and ice creams, to face 
painting and nail art, plants, produce and 
crafts. 

Entertainment came in the form of a ma¬ 
gician and a DJ, whilst younger visitors 
made use of a bouncy castle and tradi¬ 
tional fair games like a crockery smash, 
coconut shy and slippery pole. 

The flower show featured a large number 
of floral arrangements and fresh locally 
grown produce. Sophie George came 
away with the Doug Lane Cup and the 
Larcombe Cup for her flowers, produce 
and cookery; presented by Pam Lane. 
The Cotleigh sections winners were Bar¬ 
bara Marsh and Ann Saunders for their 
photography and handmade items. The 
children’s section showed the talent and 
creativity of the younger generation with 
first prize going to James Dunn, second to 
Ella George and third to Neave George 
and Lucy Wood. 


Sir Toby Belch, Olivia’s uncle was a 
bubbly character and Ellis Baker did ex¬ 
tremely well to bring energy to this part. 

This energy was matched by Feste, 
Olivia’s Jester, played by Kirsten 
Hawkins, who bounced into and around 
the stage with style. 

Guy Susevee played the part of Molvo- 
lio, Olivia’s miserable servant, and suc¬ 
cessfully reflected his character. 

This was an ambitious challenge for 
such a small school to attempt but the 
quality of acting and singing was very 
evident. 

Congratulations to all the children in¬ 
volved for delivering such a fine per¬ 
formance. The director (headteacher 
Mrs Smith), assistant director (Miss 
Lee), musical director (Mrs Salter) and 
costume co-ordinator (Mrs Thwaites) 
can be very proud of what has been 
achieved. 


There were several other competitions 
running like ‘Name the Teddy’ which was 
won by Bonita Oliver who named the 
Bear ‘Charlie’. The envelope competition 
was won by Ann Coombe and Sarah 
Broom who picked the lucky envelopes 
containing the money. 

The Aunt Sally competition was won by 
James Dunn for the under 14’s and by 
Josh Edwards for the over 14s. Eventually 
the skittles competition came to an end 
and the wi nn ers were Richard Patch, Sally 
Solle and Aidan Jones. 

Gillian Broom, chair of the Cotleigh fete 
committee said: “The flower show was 
full of beautiful colours and arrangement 
from the gardens of the community and 
the vegetable show was full of hard com¬ 
petition and wonderful produce. 

“The cookery show had amazing cre¬ 
ations throughout the competition which 
showed the skill of the parish. 

“The Cotleigh section presented the real 
beauty of Cotleigh and the people within 
it. “A big thank you to not only those who 
attended but to those who spent their time 
helping before, during and after the event 
as it would not be so successful without 
all the contributions from the local com¬ 
munity and from other parishes. 

“Also, a big thank you to Dennis Retter 
for the use of his field for a car park for 
the afternoon.” 




or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


Cotleigh fete success 
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Blackdowns clubs and societies 


■ Bishopswood 
Ladies 

FOLLOWING Pat 
Perryman’s talk 
earlier in the year 
Bishopswood 
Ladies visited 
Honiton Lace Mu¬ 
seum where Pat and a col¬ 
league gave a very informative 
guided tour of the exhibits. 

One display showed lengths 
of lace, the oldest dating from 
the 17th century, which were 
almost unbelievable in the in¬ 
tricate nature of the work. 
Thousands of hours from 
dozens of workers had gone 
into the making of these, one of 
which consisted of butterflies, 
plants and birds all linked by an 
intricate mesh of hand stitch¬ 
ing. The earliest lace was made 
from linen, but as soon as cot¬ 
ton was imported into England, 
this took over as the thread of 
choice. In earlier centuries lace 
was worn to display wealth, 





displays since su¬ 
perceded by such 
items as Porsche 
cars and Rolex 
watches! 


A second room 
displayed lace 
used in various 
items of clothing, 
including wedding veils and 
babies’ christening robes. An 
elegant dress worn by Wallis 
Simpson was displayed, coral 
red with cream lace panels, and 
also examples of rare black 
lace, worn by Victorian ladies 
when Queen Victoria made 
mourning fashionable. The 
whole museum was a monu¬ 
ment to the industry and skill 
shown by past generations of 
women in the making of such 
beautiful lace. 

Next month Bishopswood 
Ladies will again be out and 
about, this time with a trip to 
Bath and the American Mu- 


theWI 

INSPIRING WOMEN 


■ Hemyock WI 
SUMPTUOUS, luxurious, 
finest cuisine - no change there 
then for Sampford Arundel W.I. 

But at their last meeting it 
also described the Savoy Hotel, 
where their speaker, Eric Beck- 
ley had worked for twelve 
years as a manager. The hotel 
had started as a Palace for Peter 
of Savoie, uncle to the wife of 
Henry III. It was described then as 
‘ the fairest Manor of England’and 
was rented for the sum of three 
barbed arrows. It was visited by 
many historical and celebratory 
figures over the centuries, from 
Watt Tylor to the present Queen 
(for whom a red carpet is laid for 
her entrance, not when she de¬ 
parts). 

Eric told of his work in the pres¬ 
ent building, and how the manage¬ 
ment, running and ownership had 
radically changed in relatively re¬ 
cent years (they saved money by 


cutting the bath towels in half!) It 
had been a good time for him, 
though sad in many ways. 

Members of Hemyock Ladies’ 
group had joined the W.I. so cakes 
and goodies were available (of 
Savoy standard, of course) Happy 
past events were discssed includ¬ 
ing the painting and craft’n’laugh 
days; visits to ‘Annie Get Your 
Gun’ and Hinkley Point. Highlight 
was the lunch for the Devon W.I. 

Members were reminded abou 
the Willow walk, Malvern Flower 
Show, cream tea and lunch. 


Email your WI or club reports to lisa@pemedia.co.uk for inclusion in the View From the Blackdown Hills 


Are you happy with your broadband speed? 


A report released by The National Audit Office 
is highly critical of the Department for Culture 
Media and Sport and its handling of the process 
to roll out broadband to rural areas. 

In polling carried out by ComRes on behalf 
of the Countryside Alliance it was revealed that 
the majority of people living in the countryside 
think the Government’s efforts to bring broad¬ 
band to rural areas have been poor. 

Most rural dwellers (53 per cent) rate the 
Government’s efforts to roll out broadband into 
rural areas as “poor”, compared with only a 
quarter (26 per cent) rating progress as “good”. 


Nearly three in 10 (29 per cent) rural dwellers 
are dissatisfied with the speed of their broad¬ 
band connection, compared with only 18 per 
cent of urban dwellers. 

Countryside Alliance executive chairman 
Barney White-Spunner said: “For a long time 
we have known this strategy is not making the 
inroads it needs to make to ensure that the UK 
has the best superfast broadband network in 
Europe by 2015. We now know that only nine 
of 44 broadband projects are projected to reach 
their 90 per cent superfast coverage target by 
May 2015 and that in June the target deadline 


was extended to March 2017 - the project will 
be nearly two years late.” 

A recent Freedom of Information request by 
the Countryside Alliance has shown that coun¬ 
cils have struggled to gain public sector fund¬ 
ing and the majority of match funding has now 
come from LAs and not the private sector (see 
attached spreadsheet). 

“The UK needs an internet infrastructure that 
can meet the demands of a modern digital so¬ 
ciety and it is now time for DCMS to ensure 
that rural communities are included as part of 
the national infrastructure,” added Sir Barney. 



■ FROM THE SAME HYMN SHEET: Edward Jacobs and Axe Valley Com¬ 
munity Choir 


Dalwood music day success 


by Tina Mackenney 

VISITORS to Dalwood on Saturday July 
6th, you would have been amazed and de¬ 
lighted by the talent of local musicians 
and singers appearing at the second Dal¬ 
wood Music Festival. 

The day started with the Arcadia 
Jazzband playing in the village hall and 
from then on there was continuous music 
in St. Peter’s Church, the Tucker’s Arms 
and the village hall. 


One of the highlights was the perform¬ 
ance by the children’s orchestra of St. 
Mary’s Primary School in Axminster 
under the direction of violinist and pianist, 
Rachel Burrough. 

The perfect sunny weather brought the 
music-lovers to the village. It was a very 
relaxed and happy occasion and congrat¬ 
ulations and thanks must be given to all 
the wonderful musicians and singers and 
to the great team of stewards and helpers 
who worked so hard on the day. 


Riding adventures in Clayhidon 


AUTHOR, adventurer and photographer 
Tracey Elliot-Reep will be presenting sto¬ 
ries and a slide show of her riding adven¬ 
tures in Mexico, Canada, southern 
Europe, New Zealand and southern Ire¬ 
land at Clayhidon Parish Hall. 

The event takes place on Saturday, Sep¬ 
tember 14th, admission is free and light 


refreshments will be available. 

On Sunday September 15th there will be 
a service and ride out from St Andrew’ 
Church in Clayhidon at 2.30pm. 

For more information contact Maurice on 
01823 680 665 or email maureen.mau- 
rice@virgin.net. 


!?*aug <£ Scut 

I iiiur.il Directors 


Pring and Sons serving the local community 
in the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley 
with four generations of tradition providing 
a personalised, friendly and professional service, 
to meet each family's individual requirements. 

Most arrangements made in your own home. 

Tel: 01823 680405 Mob : 07860 390002 (24hr) 

Email : pringandson@aol.com 

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk 

Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 



Renewable Energy Solutions 

SpcciilUlt In Bit man fuelled heating » ( >itemi 

keeping the Blsrlulvni Hill* airm nil! affordable Itia-naM 
healing nail tel ttiitr 


ROJEK ROJEK 


Log Gasification and Wood Crusher 
Automatic Biomass (Chopper) 
boilers 



Wood Pellet Boiler* 
Lop Burning Boiler* 
Wood Chip Boiler* 
Retro fit 


- New build 



Woodviking 

Pelletmaster 

Wood Pellet boiler 
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Working our Woodlands 

with John Greenshields 


W ELL the Woodland fair 
was a great success, and 
the weather was great or 
maybe a bit too hot! 

We have had some tremendous 
feed back, and people asking if we 
could do it twice a year! It does 
take a fair bit of organisation and 
we could not do it without all the 
people who helped, not least the 
volunteers. 

And, of course, there was the 
clear up after, which takes a few 
days. I must thank all who came 
for their tidiness, we only picked a 
couple of bits of rubbish, and even 
they may have come from a over¬ 
filled bin. 

During this dry weather its im¬ 
portant to water young trees that 
were planted last autumn and 
spring, as they will not have put 
down a good root system yet. Even 
some trees planted two years ago 
may be struggling. When a tree is 
under stress it’s the top leaves that 
show signs of dying back first. 

The Woodland Association are 
running three courses this autumn 
, the first is on August 22nd and is 
a living tree grading course. This 
is to help tree owners to know the 
value of their standing trees. The 
course also touches on grading 
sawn timber, diseases and visual 
inspections. 

The second on September 24th is 
the ever popular horse logging 
course, with proper hands on expe¬ 
rience. 

The third is on October 22nd, a 
woodland management course, to 


help the small woodland owner, 
and includes advice on grants. 
More information on the web site 
www. woodbiz .co .uk. 

It’s coming up to the time when 
we in the industry start felling, 
(end of August). The reason we 
don’t fell in the spring or summer 



WATER young trees 


is because of nesting birds and 
other wildlife that may be dis¬ 
turbed. 

Last year only approx 50 per cent 
of the felling and abstraction was 
carried out due to the very wet 
conditions, the result of work such 
as this always looks bad but it is a 
necessity. 

Without thinning the trees left 
would not naturally evolve to their 
natural form, and the result of 
more light being allowed in brings 
on the regeneration of young trees 
and other plants. This also is of 
great benefit to all other wildlife as 
it allows light and young growth 
within the woodland. An unman¬ 
aged woodland is a dark and mis¬ 
erable place! 

When I was a boy we were 
taught all about animals and the 
British countryside. 

I help with the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh Award Scheme, which en¬ 
tails taking teenagers out into the 
woods and showing them wildlife, 
flora and fauna. 

I am always amazed at their total 
lack of knowledge through no fault 
of their own. I am also amazed at 
their enthusiasm to learn. 

The other day I had four boys 
and girls with me. I got them in a 
hide and I managed to call a roe 
buck to within a few metres of us, 
they all took photos and sent them 
around their friends, and appar¬ 
ently “I is awesome!” 

My usual contacts are 
01823660764 parkfarm@ tiny on¬ 
line .co.uk 



Hopson Blinds Ltd Esti965 

Conservatory Blind Specialist 



• PLEATED BLINDS IN A NEAT 12MM FRAME 

• LEAVES WINDOW SEALS CLUTTER FREE 

• EASILY REMOVED FOR CLEANING 

• FRAME REDUCES GAPS AND INCREASES PRIVACY 

• CHILD SAFE, NO LOOSE CORDS OR LOOPS 

• PERFECT FOR BACK DOOR AND TILT AND TURN WINDOWS 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE MEASURING FREE FITTING 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


•VENETIAN 

• ROLLER 
•VERTICAL 

• PLEATED 

• ROMAN 

• ROOF BLINDS 

• PERFECT FIT 
•WOODWEAVE 
•INTU 


•VELUX 

•SOLAR POWERED 

• DUTCH BLINDS 

• AWNINGS 
•SHUTTERS 
•GARAGE DOORS 

• REPAIRS 

• RECOVERS 


Visit our Showroom Factory 

Unit 13 Hunthay 
Business Park 
Axminster, Devon EX13 5RJ 


www.hopsonblindsltd.co.uk 


01297 33488 
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BESTS 


OF HONITON 


134 High Street, Monitor*, Devon. EX14 UP - 01404 42434 - www.bestsofhoniton.co.uk 
CUSTOMER CAR PARK OFF OF KING STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OF STORE- BROWSE AT 

YOUR LEISURE 

HOME SERVICE SELECTION ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLINERS, FIRESIDE CHAIRS ANO CARPETS & VYNILS 


Choices as Individual as You 

A bed specifically tailored to your esasct requirements is essanftef to rextfii steep and your owe personal sense of wb toeing 
Wto trie Harmon Bod Tatar Coftection. endless options allow you to specify your own personal requrernenta a truly bespoke service 

Any width, any length, any height and even a choice of firmness 

SALE PRICES EXTENDED TO END OF AUGUST ON ALL HARRISON BEDS 




Sherborne have over 80 years of British furniture 
manufacturing tradition behind them, we are delated 
to present the largest display in the area of their distinctive and 
comprehensive range of high quality upholstery and their exciting 
new range of Adjustable Beds for 2013. 



Relaxing Reciiner Chairs and sofas to traditional wing chairs and upholstered suites as well as freedom bringing lift 

& rise recliners are on display for you to experience its true comfort 

Most 1st time customers are pleasantly 
surprised by the size of our store and the 
choice of carpets, beds, furniture and 
upholstery on show over two floors. 

Belonging to a buying group ensures competitive 
pnong being and independent business ensures 
friendly personal attention and efficient service A free 
customer car parti aSows customers to browse at the* 
leisure making informed choices that lead to a 
rewarding & enjoyable shopping experience 




Beautiful 
Oak, Pine & 
painted 
living dining 
and 

bedroom 

furniture 
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Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding 


From our chairman 

Over the post year we ve looked both forward and back as we oefetxated the Blackdcwn Hite 
Ansa of Distancing Natural Beauty* rich heritage and hvssiad m the area* future. 

i wiis deirjhtad to welcome mere than 300 people to the Btockdawn Hite HertageOey n 
September. There were events across the area wth opportunities to explore thousands of 
years of human hcstcry from the ton Age cn wards 

Many focal people, achcolchildren and American veterans were also rivaled n Dunkeswai 
War Stones, a project wfrfrch produced a fascinating anchve of Nervnows and multFmecfta 
earring reecuroee to hep new generatoris team about the Second Wore Wter: 

Looking ahead, the teem developed Blackdown hMs Natural Futures a major new protect 
wtxtx I our appkeation to the Mortage Lottery Fund te suocessfii, wii start h auform 20i 4 
ft wl help to dsoover mere about the nature at the Blackdown Hte *tth plenty of ways for 
e^ryone to get rrvotved, inducing support for commuires who want to hep nature on their 
doorstep’. 

Other work thte year has also rrvotved piairioQ lor the future We ***** ebsefy invoked h 
pennng and lioeneng issues surrounding a number of Ngh-profle proposate. nctedng large- 
scae, solar PV ta/ms and muse festivals. And we worked to foster new retabonshps such 
as the Devon and Somerset Local Nature Partnerships and Force tor Nature - otr irst jont 
nfcatve wth the Blackdown Hite Truet, a recency estaDtahed local chanty. 

We also began work on the AONB* new Managarrient Plan tor 2014 -19. The vital document 
guides the work of the AONB partnership for the naxt fve years, and so ft is important that 
we hove leadbock from as many local paopia orgoneations and parishes as possbie Many 
of you wil have afready helped us by neepond ng to our guestenrare. bu: there wll be another 



Funding and finance 

The wok of the Blackdown Nile AONB team is 

S funded by Defra, Devon and Somerset county 
councils, East Devon, Md Devon and South 
Somerset dstnet oounals end Taunton Deane 
Borough Caunci For Petals of income ano 
expenditure tor 2012*13. please see the annual 
review online. 


The Blackdown Hills is one of the UK's 46 Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty - landscapes protected for the nation because 
of their exceptional countryside, heritage and wildlife. 

Over 80 organisations work together to 
protect this special place. 




Full annual review online 



Making it Local and Neroche 

This year we have continued to support the 
Neroche scheme, and Making it Local grants 
fund To fnd out about what these major projects 
twe achcived in 2012 - 2013 go to: 

www.makingitlocal.org 

www.nerochescbeme.cxg 


www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk/Annual-review-2012-13.html 































Natural Beauty - a review of 2012 - 13 
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Landscape 


• We developed Dunkeswei ’After Stones with funding from me Hectare Latter, Fund and local sources 
See www ckirkeswetiwatslonescom 

• We developed Whet Makes a View? as pert of the European CORDIAL e project to enable local people 
to speak up for the views which matter to them 

• We worked with partners on a tundng t>d for Natural Futures. a rr^or project to help communities 
to understand and chensh bioOversity and hernage on ther doorsteps 

• We worked with English Heritage to train new volunteers to monitor histone monuments 

• We supported protects to monitor speoes. including the Somerset Envnyimental Record Centre s 
Big Bet Survey and the RSPB's Blackdown Hills summer viatic** bird survey 

• We worked wtth East Devon AON8 to update our Strategic Nature Areas - an important tool in future 
ptanrtng to protect wtdite. 

• We supported the Backdown Hila community iron workings archaeology project in (raining volunteers 
and mapping key stiee 


Sustainability 


• Wa welcomed cnor 300 peopks to the Blackdown Hills Her tape Day to discover the AONB’s rich 
history. 

• We supported (he formation of the Blackdown Hits Pansh Network and the creation o i a ccmmuaty 
webstie at www 

• As pan of Ponce for Nature {a Heritage l ottery Fund initiative w*h the Blackdown HI Is Trust and 
the Forestry Commission.) we created an ocune portal tor countryside volunteering in the AON6 
and helped to create new opportunities 

• We supported the Devon Dance Compass project, invotvng local communities In high quality dance 
and a performance by members of the Royal Baieti 

• We were a partner in Beef. Butterflies and Trees, supporting farmers and wood and owners to 
manage iand more sustanabty, with :he Forestry Commission and funded by Making it Local. 

• supported a local group action group in their efforts to create the first section of a multi-user 
trail along the old Culm VaJiey railway line 

• We supported a local photographer to document traditional Blackdown Nila bams and produoe 
a bgh-guality book of her work. 


Communication 


— 


• We worked with the Highways Authority and local com muni Kir. to install three rrorn road signs 
marking entry* to the AONB. 


• We corned out two surveys to gather nput tor the ACNB s Manage men: Plan 2014 2019, on whch 
we have started review work 


• We designed and installed a hgh quality interpretation board about Dumpdon Iron Age HU Fod 
at the Otter Valley *ce Cream garden 


We promoted over 100 countryside opportunities to enjoy and learn about the 
Blackdown Hils through our Countryside Events programme, and we 
continued to spread the word on social networks 
reaching over 1000 followers 


[ 
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To advertise 
contact 
Alex 

Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 35750 


Blackdowns group to perform in Exeter Cathedral 


B LACKDOWNS Early Music Projects (BEMP) 
has been bringing imaginative and much ap¬ 
preciated concerts of early music to the Black- 
down Hills area for around 10 years. 

These have included presentations by small vocal 
consort groups of just 12 voices, such as the highly 
acclaimed Renaissance programme Ego sum qui sum 
in September 
2012, performed 
in North Curry 
and Culmstock 
churches (which 
attracted the at¬ 
tention of BBC 
Radio 3 and re¬ 
viewed on the 
website Seen and 
Heard Interna¬ 
tional , to much 
larger scale works 
such as the 2008 
performance of 
the Monteverdi 
Vespers of 1640 
and Biber F 
minor Requiem, m MUSICAL DIRECTOR: 
performed with JanJoost van Elburg 
36 singers accom¬ 
panied by a full ensemble of period instruments in 
Wellington Church. 

BEMP’s next concert is set to be a very high profile 
event in the UK’s musical calendar. In Grand Baroque 
in Exeter Cathedral on Friday, August 30th, BEMP is 
presenting two UK premiere performances of large- 
scale central European baroque choral works - cathe¬ 
dral music in a cathedral space - together with an 


impressive line-up of internationally renowned instru¬ 
mentalists and vocalists. 

The Dutch musical director JanJoost van Elburg is 
well known to the regular BEMP audiences, having 
been principal music director since 2004. 

It will be his task to bring these dazzling works to 
life for the first time in the UK. 

At his disposal will be the expertise of international 
vocal soloists (Sally Dunkley, Amy Haworth, Caro¬ 
line Trevor, Hannah Cooke, Julian Stocker, Mark Do¬ 
bell, Jonathan Arnold & Thomas Flint), from groups 
such as the Tallis Scholars, Taverner Consort, Gabrieli 
Consort, Hilliard Ensemble, Tenebrae, The Sixteen, 
Stile Antico and I Fagiolini. 

The 8-part ripieno choir supporting the soloists com¬ 
prises 30 regular members of BEMP, drawn together 
from all over the UK and Holland. 

Accompanying the singers will be a virtuosic assem¬ 
blage of instrumentalists. The concert will be another 
first as three instrumental groups are involved who 
have not worked together in a major project of this 
kind before. 

The English Cornett & Sackbut Ensemble have 
joined forces with the Monteverdi String Band for 
many poly choral performances. Most fascinating is 
BEMP’s addition of the recently formed Altenburg 
Ensemble, the only historical ensemble in the UK per¬ 
forming on ‘real’ natural trumpets. 

This is a major move into authentic baroque per¬ 
formance as they will perform without the added 
1960s vent holes (which make pitching easier, but at 
the cost of tone quality). In addition, there will be a 
team of continuo players including two chamber or¬ 
gans (played by Steven Devine and Steven Hollas) 
theorbo (Eligio Quinteiro) and violone (Peter Mc¬ 
Carthy). 



bh Blackdown Hills 

b a Business Association 


Monthly Blackdown Hills markets in Taunton, 
the next market is 

Saturday, 31st August 

Come and see us near Mr Miles tea room 
in Taunton town centre. 

Visit www.bhba.org.uk 
for our forthcoming events and news. 

Join the Blackdown Hills 
Business Association in 2013 

We have been supporting businesses for over 30 years 

Join us and you will get free online directory entries, discounts on advertising in 
the 2013 Blackdown Hills Directory and in the View from the Blackdown Hills 



■ PLAYING ON ‘NATURAL TRUMPETS: Altenburg Ensemble 


On August 30th, each of the individual ensembles 
will contribute pieces from their own specialist reper¬ 
toires from central Europe to provide rich support to 
the programme's choral works. 

The bigger choral work is Missa in Lahore Requies 
by Georg Muffat (1653-1704) - a cosmopolitan mu¬ 
sician of French/Scottish parentage who spent the ma¬ 
jority of his working life in German speaking 
countries. While the majority of Muffat’s composi¬ 
tions are for keyboard and chamber ensembles, his 
sole surviving large scale choral work was written 
during his time in Salzburg, possibly for the enthrone¬ 
ment of Archbishop Ernst in August 1687, employing 
the full range of baroque instrumentation to colourful 
effect. 

The other UK premiere is the 1693 Missa Sanctissi- 
mae Trinitatis by Johann J. Fux (1660-1741), remem¬ 
bered as a fine composer and the author of a definitive 
treatise on Renaissance counterpoint used by Bach, 
Handel, Mozart and Beethoven which even today is a 


mainstay of college curricula. 

This work received its first modem day performance 
in Amsterdam last autumn when JanJoost van Elburg 
prepared it for performance by his Dutch choir Le- 
likoor. Fux wrote the work for Vienna Cathedral in 
the 1690s and although scored without tmmpets, its 
writing for double choir, soloists, strings, winds and 
continuo is also tmly spectacular. 

BEMP’s founders, Catherine and Geoffrey Bass, 
have organised early music workshops and concerts 
in Devon and Somerset for the past ten years. They 
are passionate about providing performances from the 
less well-known early music repertoire; certainly this 
stylish presentation in Exeter Cathedral at 7.30 on Fri¬ 
day 30th August will be one not to miss. 

Tickets (£10 - £25) are on sale online at www.black- 
do wnsearlymusic.co.uk, or from Exeter Phoenix The¬ 
atre (01392 667080), Exeter Northcott Theatre (01392 
493493), Exeter Tourist Information (0392 265700) 
and Taunton Tourist Information (01392 336344). 


Surprise appearance by Canadian singer 



SURPRISE VISIT: Ian Sherwood 


AN international award¬ 
winning singer song¬ 
writer, from Canada, 
swapped the big stage in 
London for an intimate 
performance at Stock- 
land Village Hall for an 
impromptu gig. 

Ian Sherwood enjoyed 
a whirlwind visit to the 
Blackdown Hills thanks 
to Stocklander Wendy 
Van Der Plancke, who 
saw him perform at a 
conference and asked if 
he would like to perform 
in the village. 

Wendy said: “I saw Ian 
perform at a conference 
and he was just brilliant, 
he had everyone up on 
their feet. I happened to 
ask him where he was 
performing next and he 
said his next gig in Lon¬ 
don had just fallen 
through, so I said ‘fancy 
coming to Stockland? “ 


And he said yes. I was 
the envy of the entire 
conference.” 

Ian, who was named 
Best Male Artist at the 
International Acoustic 
Music Awards last year, 


made the special trip to 
Stockland last month for 
his last minute perform¬ 
ance. But he was not able 
to enjoy the Devon coun¬ 
tryside for long, as he 
had to hotfoot it back to 


London after the gig to 
catch a flight back to 
Nova Scotia. 

Money raised from 
ticket sales will go to 
Stockland Village Hall 
funds. 


Join us and you will get invites to the Honiton show, Taunton markets, 
FREE training, socials and networking events 

Membership of the BHBA is £50 per year 

For more information, please contact Val Baker on 01823 681484 
or email info@bhba.org.uk www.bhba.org.uk 


BHBA at St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 
E: info@bhba.org.uk or T: 01823 681484 www.bhba.org.uk. 


Evolver exhibition at Thelma Hulbert 


THELMA Hulbert Gallery in 
Honiton is hosting the presti¬ 
gious Evolver Prize 2013. 
Artists, photographers and de¬ 
signers compete for the prize 
of £500 and having their work 
featured on the front cover of 
the July/August edition of 
Evolver, the Wessex Arts and 


Culture guide. The exhibition 
at the gallery until August 31st 
comprises the winning Evolver 
cover and 49 runners up. 
There is a broad spectrum of 
cover artworks in different 
media, all of which are for 
sale. Visitors are also encour¬ 
aged to vote for their favourite 


cover and can agree/disagree 
the judging panel. 

Running alongside this exhibi¬ 
tion, in the gallery’s project 
space, there is a display of 
Evolver covers created by 
pupils from the Mill Water 
School, in Honiton. 
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Skills Unearthed - The art of the Blackdowns 


A NEW major exhibition offers a unique opportu¬ 
nity to find out about the Blackdown Hills Artists 
and Makers as they stage an ambitious exhibi¬ 
tion. 

The exhibition at the Tithe Barn, Cotley, from Septem¬ 
ber 14th to October 6th will present new work by the con¬ 
temporary artists working in a range of media. People 
familiar with the Blackdown Hills will recognise themes 
and motifs unique to the area. 

The exhibition marks the finale of a very successful two 
year project, inspired by the industry and crafts of the 
Blackdown Hills, both past and present entitled Skills 
Unearthed. 

An events programme of workshops and talks for 
everyone will run alongside the exhibition. 

The exhibition is open Thursday to Sunday 11am to 
5pm and will form part of Somerset Arts Week. 

Artists exhibiting include: 

Carly Batchelor - 
photography 
Shot in the USA, Carly 
Batchelor’s photo¬ 
graphs explore the influ¬ 
ence of WW2 on the 
Blackdown Hills, with 
expanded portraits of 
people who were in¬ 
volved in the war and those linked to the airfields. The 
work explores contemporary portraiture, archive images 
from the war years and first hand accounts. 


Ruth Bell - dance 

Ruth Bell uses dance 
and film to explore 
Dunkeswell, a location 
steeped in history. Bell 
will be interviewing 


people who remember the dances at the airfields during 
WW2 along with current sky divers and pilots. Bell will 
create a film which will merge the present and past, 
bringing life to the stories and memories. 

Louise Cottey - 
woven textiles 

Louise Cottey is fasci¬ 
nated by the legacy of 
pre-industrial hand 
weaving the the Black- 
down Hills. She will be 
hand weaving a length 
of ‘kersey’ (a beautiful thick woollen cloth from 18th 
century Devon). The Kersey fabric will be photographed 
in the landscape at locations connected to the ancient 
textile industry. The work will be supported by an open 
public weaving workshop in Stockland. 

Jon England - 
painting/film 

Jon England will further 
his investigations of the 
Blackdown Hills’ World 
War Two airsites partic¬ 
ularly focusing on the 
medics of the 101st Air¬ 
borne (recently made famous by the HBO series Band of 
Brothers, who departed Upottery for the D-Day inva¬ 
sion). Jon, working with iodine as a painting medium, 
will create transient paintings, captured through time- 
lapse film, that fade to a faint trace. 

Sarah Hitchens - 
ceramics 

Sarah Hitchens will produce new ceramic work directly 
inspired by local businesses in the Blackdown Hills, 






which showcase it as 
a very special place, 
engendering pride 
within our commu¬ 
nity, whilst present¬ 
ing our uniqueness to 
the world beyond our 
boundaries. 

Tim Martin - instal¬ 
lation, 

film, drawing 

Tim Martin aims to 
explore ‘A Slice of 
the Blackdowns’ 
which will take the 
longest slice - by distance - across the hills. He will walk 
it, document it, dividing it up into segments, study the 
geology, talk to those who work on it, look into its his¬ 
tory and then produce a work from his explorations. 


Bryony Tidball - 
sculpture 

Bryony Tidball pro¬ 
poses to make a large 
sculpture from straw, 
influenced by the 
corn dolly. She says 
of this work: “Through the size of the work, I want peo¬ 
ple to feel overwhelmed, to realise the expanse and un¬ 
relenting force of nature. Feel a connection the the people 
who once worked in the fields in the Blackdown Hills; 
to realise their vulnerability in the face of the rural land¬ 
scape.” 





Andre Wallace - 
sculpture 

Andre Wallace will 
use images and 
archival photographs 
of church imagery in 
the Blackdown Hills 
to create a three-di¬ 
mensional work. In making this new work he will employ 
and reference past techniques and crafts with present day 
industrial practices used in the Blackdown Hills. 

Gillian Widden - 
sculpture 

Gillian Widden’s 
work is inspired by 
the ‘hooked’ teasel 
Dipsacus sativus, a 
sub species of ful- 
lonum. The teasel 
which was cultivated for used in the milling industry, 
plays an important role in Somerset’s agricultural history. 
Using charrred hazel poles, and a combination of natural 
and dyed hedgerow teasels Gillian plans to create a sculp¬ 
ture that refers to the stacks used for teasel drying. 


Catherine Bass - 
music 

Blackdown Early 
Music projects dis¬ 
cover, transcribe and 
perform early music 
(pre 1720). A Black- 
down Hills organisation 
with an internatiional reputation, BEMP is inspired by 
bringing world class musicians and singers to the Black- 
down Hills. 






West Bay, Bridport, DTb 4I G 

Thursday 22 nd August 2013 

8am to 6pm 

A traditional country shout 
with lots to see and hosts 
of attractions 
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Open Air Theatre 

returns to the 

Lamb & Flag, 
Blagdon Hill 

The Oxford Shakespeare Company 

will perform 

‘The Merry Wives 
Of Windsor’ 

Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th August 

Further details 01823 421736 
www Jambandflag .co .uk 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Local Services 


Heating Oil 


Speak to the heating oil experts! 

We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 

Mini Tanker available 

Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
Owners: Andrew Hewitt and Trevor Rolph 


Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 


The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA21 9PH 


in the Blackdown Hills 


www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


Building Services 




FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 

CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


a 


1 


Garages 


Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics 
• ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 
•i ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road,15hard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1FA 01460 64255 


Windows and Conservatories 


climajf 


Cleaning Services 


Electrical Services 


A Friendly Team Of Window Cleaners 


GUARANTEED a professional and 
satisfactory job to the highest standards. 

Reliable & Trustworthy 

We can clean your windows inside and out 
including frames and sills 

We also clean and empty gutters, drain pipes, fascias, 
conservatories, roofs and garage doors. 

Tel: (01823) 272260 or 0788 545 1628 

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

Est 1986 


ST Electrical 

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, DATA 
CABLING & INDUSTRIAL 




Contact us now for your 
‘FREE QUOTATION’ 

Mobile 07888 83 31 53 or 
Email: contact@stelectrical.org 


Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


COUNTRYMAN SERVICES 
Humane Pest Control 

Wasps, Hornets, Bees & Ants. Rats, Mice, 
Squirrels, Moles & Mink. 

Wildlife Management & Monitoring. 

Low Impact Agricultural, Woodland 
& Conservation Contracting. 
Property & Garden Maintenance. 

Tel: 01392 881193 Mob: 07836 351298 
E: philpix1@me.com 
W: countrymanservices.com 


Cleaning 


East Devon Cleaning 

For a healthier home... 


THE PROMISE OF QUAL 


Windows | Doors | Conservatories | Secondary Glazing | Root line | 
Continuous Aluminium Guttering | Flat roof system | Solar hot wator 



/ Window* and Doors PVC-u or aluminium th*ne * a design to suit any home 
/ Conservatories will add that extra well needed room. 

/ Secondary Glazing can be the ideal answer to listed properties. 

S Fascias A Soffits with our continuous alumireum guttonng taka away the 
problem of maintenance 

J SamaN flat roof membrane will eliminate leaks lor In-excess of 40 years 
y Solar hot water system will provide up !o 70% of your hot waiter for free 
every year 

For all your home Improvements 


Contact Climax Windows on 01297 35053 
Or Visit our all new website ^ 
www.climaxwindows.co.uk 



BH 


EAST Devon Cleaning Services is a privately 
owned, local business, and a full member of the 
National Carpet Cleaners Association (NCCA) 
the only nationally recognised trade association 
dedicated to the cleaning of your carpets, hard 
flooring, chairs and sofas. 

As a member of the NCCA, with East Devon 
Cleaning Services, you can have peace of mind 
that your valuable flooring and upholstery is safe 
in our hands, being fully insured and profession- 



/ Carpet & Rug Cleaning 
/ Upholstery Cleaning 
y Tile & Grout Cleaning 
/ Patio Cleaning / End Of Tenancy Cleaning 
/ Office Cleaning 

/ New advanced quick drying machine 
/ Fully Trained, Fully Qualified & Insured 
/ Free no obligation estimate or site survey 
/ 0% VAT 

y Member of National Carpet Cleaners 
Association 


I 



NC □ 


C 


Phone Mike on: 07803521386 or (01404) 45696 
mike@eastdevoncleaningservices.co.uk 


) 


ally trained and certified. 

Our state of the art cleaning machinery is many 
times more powerful than most machines offer¬ 
ing you a superior, deeper clean with faster dry¬ 
ing times. We use the latest leading eco-friendly 
cleaning pre-sprays and solutions, agitation and 
then hot water extraction to remove traffic lane 
dirt, spills, around 95% of stains, eliminating pet 
odours or carpet smells in general. Your carpet 
or upholstery will be left nearly dry and without 
any sticky, dirt attracting residues which will pre¬ 
vent rapid resoiling. 

Just as the clothes we wear day to day, year to 
year become dirty and worn so do our chairs, 
sofas and carpets. A professional clean can re¬ 
move any dirt and proteins that have built up, re¬ 
store the pile and bring new life to your carpets 
and upholstery ensuring a much healthier home. 

Driveways, garden paths and patio areas can 
become slippery and dangerous at this time of 
year, a thorough clean can ensure your external 
hard floor areas are free of moss and slime pre¬ 
venting slips and falls over Christmas and in the 
new year. 

East Devon Cleaning Services believes the suc¬ 
cess of the company relies on giving the best 
possible customer service. Not just a superior 
clean, but a friendly, knowledgeable and reliable 
service you can rely on. If you have 3 rooms or 
2 rooms and a suite cleaned before Christmas we 
will clean and additional room for FREE. 

To contact us phone Mike on 07803 521386 
(Answer machine 01404 45696) 
mike @ eastdevoncleaningservices .co .uk 
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Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 




avid Lloyd 

l CABINET MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 


w ww.davidrlloyd .co .uk info @ davidrlloyd .co .uk 



Kitchens, Furniture And 
Bespoke Joinery. Please 
Visit My Website To See 
My Extensive Portfolio. 



Roofing 


A ROOFING 
SERVICES 

RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

All aspects of roofing • UPVC Fascia 
Soffit • Guttering • Lead Work • Roof Cleaning 

Telephone: 07784 364 712 
01404 549559 

Email: ambroofingservices@gmail.com 


To advertise please call 
Alex on 01297 35750 


Investing in spending 

MANY visitors to holiday lodges are, with the ben¬ 
efits Cornwall may choose of central heating and 
double glazed to purchase their own windows, lit¬ 
tle bit of the county The park is set midway between 
the so they can return seaside resort of Looe and 
the quaint again and again. If the idea of owning 
fishing village of Polperro and enjoys your own hol¬ 
iday home in this lovely part of the county appeals, 
come along and view for yourself what is available 
to buy at Oaklands Park which is a quality park ac¬ 
commodating caravan holiday homes and lodges 
in an ideal location. 



_ Oaklands Parti _ 

Holiday Homes in Cornwall 
for sale from £19.500 

luxury caravans and lodges, near Looe and 
Polperro, please telephone 01934 823288 
for brochure or visit 

www.oaklands-park.co.uk 


Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07960 589734 

www.^kMtwoodi om 

Set Build / Carpentry / Jc 
Hardwood Floonrg/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / 1 



indlmg netsnwh«lm»la inrijelsil 
Tnose •lyouwitti ■ wMdpile rcaf 
oiler a catting and splitting service^ 
Tel (J1BZ3 bti4bb3j.ll] 7/6/624/68 
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All Aspects of Tree Surgery 

Stump Grinding 

Lawn Cutting / Strimming & Fencing 
Fully Insured - Free Quotations 

Tel: 07766 168 162 - 01884 820839 

Web: www.fourseasons-treeservices.com 
Email: info@fourseasons-treeservices.com 


Plant Hire 


Gardens 


H.B. PLANT 

DEMOLITION SITE CLEARANCE, 

MASS CONCRETE REMOVAL, 

ON SITE CRUSHING, 

STOCKLISTS OF RECLAIMED MATERIALS 
AND S/H BUILDINGS 

DECOMMISSION & REMOVAL OF FUEL TANKS 
FOR EXPERTISE AND PROMPT SERVICE 


www.hbplant.co.uk 

TEL: 01823 480753 
MOBILE: 07770 864613 
Seymour Cottage, Curland, Taunton TA3 5SD 

Timber 


MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF ALL 

PET CAGES 

INCLUDING 

DOG KENNELS • RABBIT RUNS 
NEST BOXES AND NUT FEEDERS 
SHED & FENCING PANELS 
SPECIALISED PALLETS AND PACKING CRATES 

TP TIMBER PRODUCTS 

1 East Street, Chard, Somerset TA20 1EP 
Telephone: 01460 65655 


IVesfcrefe 
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Paving, Walling, Edgings and Coping including Natural Stone. 

A variety of Decorative Aggregates to choose from either loose or 



C-mU us now.— Ot ^97 32002 


Stoney Bridges I Castle Hill I Axminster I Devon IEX13 5RL 


THORN HAYES 
1 [VJURSERY 

Westcountry Apple Trees 

(plus other Fruit Trees) 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging and 
Choice Selection of Shrubs 
Opening hours: 8am-4pm Monday to Friday 
9.30am-2pm Saturday 
Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 
01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


Sheds and 
Summerhouses 

• All garden timer buildings and structures 

• Thatching service to all of our products 

• Living vans and shepherds huts 

• Dovecotes to workshops and log stores 

• Carpentry etc, shed refelts 

• Custom and standard builds 

• Base preparation and installations 

www.oakandiron.co.uk 
_ New for 2013 _ 

• Fence panels, posts and fencing supplies 

• Standard sheds and stores from £85.00 


Examples of 

4' x 4’ 

£149.00 

overlap 

6'x 4' 

£175.00 

sheds 

7'x 5' 

£250.00 


8'x6' 

£295.00 


Other styles and sizes available call for details 

Tel: 01297 34509 Mob: 07773 182929 
Email: joseph@oakandiron.co.uk 


To advertise please call 
Alex on 01297 35750 


UK Holidays 


quality time together 


Holidays in Cornwall with Free Fishing 


Why not invest in your memories of spending qual¬ 
ity time together, whenever you want. If you would 
like to see what else they have on offer just call in 
when you are passing, show homes are available 
to view, which demonstrate how luxurious holiday 
caravans and outstanding views over the Cornish 
countryside, together with the coast and beaches 
only one and a half miles away. The emphasis of 
the park is towards being a quiet, environmentally 
friendly park with many interesting and varied walks 
nearby. Dogs are welcome at Oaklands Park with a 
large designated exercise area and extensive walks 
from the park. 


For further details please ring us on 01934 823288 
or visit the web site www.oaklands-park.co.uk. 



Meadow Lakes Holiday Park is situated in 56 
acres of beautiful Cornish countryside, close to 
St Austell & many of Cornwall’s top tourist attrac¬ 
tions. Offering, camping, touring and many other 
accommodation options including; camping 
pods, caravans, lodges (some with hot tubs) and 
small bungalows. 

4 coarse fishing lakes, two 2 acre lakes and two 
1 acre lakes, are generously stocked with a fine 
head of mixed coarse species and provide free 
fishing for visitors staying overnight at Meadow 


r 



Meadow Lakes Holiday Park, near St Austell 
& Mevagissey, Cornwall, tel: 01726 882540 

Tenting and Touring, Caravans, Lodges 
and Camping Pods, Facilities include Shop, 
Swimming Pool, FREE fishing, Tennis court, 
Play areas, Launderette, Dogs welcome, 
Space to enjoy your Leisure Time. 

www.meadow-lakes.co.uk 


Lakes Holiday Park. 

Heated outdoor swimming pool open until Sep¬ 
tember, children’s outdoor play areas, laun¬ 
derettes, on site shop and takeaway, discounted 
tickets for the Eden Project available onsite. 
Contact: Meadow Lakes, Hewas Water, St 
Austell, PL26 7JG www.meadow-lakes.co.uk 
info@meadow-lakes.co.uk Telephone: 01726 
882540 
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www.rodgerssouthwest.com 


Living, selling property and thoroughly 
enjoying the Blackdown Hills 


P you are considering selling or having driftcUty 
facing a buyer contact me an 01823 252 500 and 
I w4l be delighted to dsouss your ideas and explain 
how t can assist n your future plans. 

in 1988 I set up Rodgers Estate Agents having been 
a partner of a family run agency business which 
was add to Hogg Robneon, oovertng Middlesex 
and Mertfordshre and areas of west London. The 
was greet experience 39 the London markets are 
fast moving and competftrvn. Rod gars Estate 
Agents cover seres and letfcnga m Buckinghamshire. 
Hertfordshire, Middlesex and norw Somerset, 

In 2003 I moved from Buckinghamshire to Somerset 
with my farnly to Culmhsad. Our chlrimn aM 
enjoyed ther education in Taunton before hewdng 
to university and into the workplace. They wsit us 
regularly as they bve Ife in The Btackdawns'. 


With 30 years of experience I now oiler you an 
agency specialising n the Blackdown Mils based 
from Taunton town centre. 

I am bang juried by Euan Mamey whose family 
have lived n the Blackdown* since the 1920 s 
He has been working in Oxfordshire in estate 
agency for some time. Euan was educated n 
Taunton, gained a degroe at Oxford Brookes n 
Business & Reel Estate. Away from estate agency 
Euan has been furthering a bright career in 
motor sport. 

Euan b a real bonus to Rodgers South West. 
Our combined enthusiasm, with my experience 
and Euan s determination to succeed, will stand 
us out from the crowd. 


30 years agency experience at your disposal 
Attention to YOUR requirements 

Realistic approach to achieving the best 
price for your property 

High protile Taunton office 

Links to London markets 

Accompanied viewings with honest feed back 

A wvi to succeed that comes with running 
your own business 

Relocation experience 

Established rental and management 
department 




Timothy Rodgers 


r 



In a nutshell... 

Our independent, personal and reliable service since 1988 will be 
tailored to suit your requirements and every effort will be made to 
make your move as painless as possible. 

Available to sell your home from this August 


18 Bodge Street 
Taunton 
Somerset 
TA1 1UB 

01823 252 900 

sales *rodgecseouthwest.com 


ESTABLISHED SINCE 1988 


18 Bridge Street Taunton Somerset TA1 1UB 
T 01823 252 500 E sales@rodgerssouthwest.com 
W www.rodgerswouthwest.com 


Town and Country Property Specialists since 1988 
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stags.co.uk 

Residential Lettings 


ARLA 

Association ol 

letting AjjmMk 



Dunkeswell 


Lowton 


Sheldon 
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LETTING PROPERTY 
365 DAYS OF THE YEAR 


Last year Stags let on average 3 properties per day, every day. 
How? 


■ Knc^Medgafcie. e*p«rienoed and efferent staff 

• FVrmofioo of al our properto* on the mail 
irr^onari *«btitet iU 9 s.c 0 .uK 


■ Our net»crk d ttrelegicaty p»:«f otiom n 
ccrtact mif} CHtr 4000 procpectna 1 Brants 

■ Oil unrtaBfled m»iatir^ and n^mtog 


If you are oonsidoflng letting your property or wtsti to change managing agent 
please cal Stags tor marketing and management advice. 




Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset l London 


The West Country Letting Agent 
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The West Country is Stags Country 



Hemyock 
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Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset' London 









































